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Banning Books Is a 
United States Tradition

● Thomas Morton’s New English Canaan in 1637 
critiqued the Puritan government and presented 
Native People as human. 

● Significant book banning during the Civil War, with 
titles like Uncle Tom’s Cabin frequently targeted. 

● Post Civil War, the rise of groups like the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy exerted authority 
over the content of curriculum and books in schools.

The First Amendment was ratified in December 1791. 



Ulysses On Trial

Ulysses by James Joyce Banned

The “Nausicaa” episode of Ulysses was 
serialized in the April 1920 American literary 
journal The Little Review. 

The New York Society for the Suppression of 
Vice files a lawsuit against the (queer 
female) editors of The Little Review for 
publishing what they deemed obscenity. 

In 1921, the editors were put on trial for 
publishing the serialization. The three 
judges deemed the book “obscene” based 
on legal precedent and in violation of the 
Comstock Act. 

Random House had the rights to the full 
book and tested legal precedent in 1933. 
The test led to the courts, where the book 
was deemed not obscene…twice! It also 
opened the door to redefining “obscenity.”

“Nausicaa” Serialized Obscenity Charges Filed

United States v. One Book 
Called Ulysses



A Detour to 1930s Germany
German nationalists began to burn books they 
deemed “un-German.” By the end of the Second 
World War, Nazis burned upwards of 100 million 
books across Europe. 

Maybe these sound familiar?

● Marxist, communist, pacifist literature

● LGBTQ+ books (often labeled “pornography” 
or “explicit”)

● Jewish literature

● Any historical writing that does not exalt the 
German people and culture

● “Liberal” and “democratic” themes

● Writing about sex or sexuality that isn’t about 
advancing the German race



The American Red Scare

● A moral panic over communism infiltrating the 
United States and its government

● Senator Joseph McCarthy identified communist 
sympathizers and deemed their work and influence 
be suppressed

● Overseas libraries were a target of McCarthyism and 
the State Department demanded these libraries 
remove materials deemed “UnAmerican”–some 
libraries even burned them.

Fahrenheit 451 was written in response to the Red Scare. 

But who are the book burners? “Not me,” 
replied Senator McCarthy, “I haven’t burned 
any books.” The President, McCarthy added, 
must be referring to his own Department of 

State whose directives, sanctioned by 
Secretary Dulles, order U.S. libraries abroad 
to remove all books “by Communists, fellow 

travelers, et cetera.”



Comics Under Attack

Also In The 1950s

The late 1940s through the 
1950s saw the rise of censors 

targeting comics out of fear that 
they contributed to juvenile 

delinquency. 

Frederic Wertham and Seduction 
of the Innocent.

The American Library 
Association publishes their 

Freedom to Read statement in 
1953 amid widespread 

censorship. 

The Freedom to Read



Board of Education, Island Trees Union 
Free School District No. 26 v. Pico (1982)

Creating Laws & Codifying Definitions

Roth v. United States (1957) and Miller v. 
California (1973) established a definition 
and test for “obscenity.” 

Slaughterhouse Five is among several books 
banned in Island Trees High School in New 
York for being “anti-American, 
anti-Christian, and just plain filthy.” This led 
to a divided Supreme Court decision that 
narrowly stated student First Amendment 
Rights were violated by the removals

Roth (1957) to Miller (1973)



Onto the 1980s, 1990s, & Early 2000s

● The first Banned Books Week held in 1982. 

● In 1991, Daddy’s Roommate was one of the first 
books written for children depicting LGBTQ+ 
people positively. It was challenged and banned 
in public and school libraries nationwide. Daddy’s 
Roommate was the second most challenged book 
between 1990 and 1999. 

● The publication of Harry Potter in 1997 led to 
challenges and bans over its depiction of themes 
related to the occult, satanism, and anti-family 
messaging. Harry Potter was the most challenged 
book from 2000-2009 according to the ALA. 

● The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian and 
rise in comics–including their inclusion in 
libraries–led to challenges in the mid/late 00s.



The First Amendment

● The First Amendment provides that censorship is a 
violation of the freedom of speech. 

● The only types of speech not protected by the First 
Amendment is imminent threats, obscenity, 
defamation, and words meant to incite violence. 

● The First Amendment only protects government 
speech. It does not apply to private businesses or 
entities–that’s why banning books in public libraries 
or public schools is censorship. Those are 
government entities.

● Growth in online forums raises some questions 
about freedom of speech–we know accounts like 
LibsofTikTok incite violence, but that speech is also 
not limited.

A key question is whether or not materials purchased for 
libraries constitutes government speech. 



The thread through historical & contemporary 
book censorship

Puritanical Values



Book Censorship 
in the 2020s02.



First: Definitions

● Book Challenge: A formal complaint filed 
by an individual or group about a 
particular book. Challenges can lead to 
bans, but (thankfully!) most do not. 

● Censorship: The broad term for 
suppression, erasure, or removal of any 
parts of a book, movie, play, or other 
work deemed “inappropriate,” offensive, 
or politically unacceptable. 

Book censorship is composed of four 
actions:

● Redaction
● Relocation
● Restriction
● Removal – AKA: a book ban

Book Ban: 
the intentional removal of 

material from where it once 
belonged. 





And…
The American Library 

Association’s data, which 
comes from reports they 

receive and news they 
find and record.



Three Key Phrases

1 “Critical Race Theory” 

2

3

“Comprehensive Sexuality 
Education”

“Social Emotional 
Learning”

Books by or about people of color, as well as history 
by or about people of color. 

LGBTQ+ books and content, as well as puberty books, 
anatomy books, and books about sexuality.

A catch-all including mental health, climate change, 
and other books deemed 

“inappropriate”/”indoctrination”



Why Books? Why Now?

“Reopen the schools” shifted to anti-masking debates shifted to 
anti-vaccination debates led to “parental rights”

Post 2020 election, right-wing groups found ways to give their 
voice–and money–to censorship efforts

Ongoing rhetoric around “Marxist” “government” schools meant to 
destabilize public institutions, with an end goal of public funding for 
private education.

Books are a very easy tool because they require time and effort to read, 
and cherry-picking passages as evidence can appear good enough 
evidence. Create panic --> gain power --> own the outrage cycle

https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-inquiry/how-a-conservative-activist-invented-the-conflict-over-critical-race-theory


https://www.notion.so/Rage-Inside-the-Machine-ef5c09ef5739418aa0014488ff1a3c43


https://www.notion.so/Rage-Inside-the-Machine-ef5c09ef5739418aa0014488ff1a3c43


The end goal is 
destabilizing & 

defunding public 
institutions like 

schools and 
libraries

Book banners 
insist they aren’t 

banning books and 
continue to 

change their 
definition to suit 

their goals.

Book banning is 
extremely 

unpopular–but 
more on that soon

Of Note



Libraries already have policies 
regarding the collection and 
allow patrons to challenge 
materials–that’s also a First 

Amendment right.

Public libraries are 
not parents; 
parents are!

Of Note



“We’re Not Banning Books”



Algorithms

What Else?

70 million people live in the 200 counties 
without a paper or the 1,630 counties with 
only one paper. 

The largest 10 chains of news owners now 
own more than half the daily newspapers 
still remaining. As of 2022, 545 digital-only 
news sites, most employing 6 or fewer 
reporters. Most are in urban areas.

Misinformation: Incorrect, misleading, 
not intentional

Disinformation: Purposefully incorrect or 
misleading

Malinformation: Close enough to feel true 
but meant to do harm

What happens when people engage with 
content online? They see more of the same. 
Bait people with outrageous claims and 
they’ll continue to see and engage with it. 

Down ballot measures and candidates tend 
to not get much attention, and the long 
game of extremism is to take advantage of 
that. 

Death of Local News Mis-, Dis-, Mal- Information

Down Ballot + The Long Game 



How Do Adults Get Their News?

https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/01/12/more-than-eight-in-ten-americans-get-news-from-digital-devices/


An Example



An Example



Moms For Liberty

● “Biggest” players in the book banning 
game

● 200 chapters, 40 states, 100,000+ 
members

● Operate on the county level

● Creators and curators of BookLooks.org 
(formerly booklook.info)

Michigan chapters in Emmet, Grand Traverse, 
Midland, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Wayne, 
Washtenaw, Monroe, and Branch counties



Moms For Liberty

● It only takes 10 “liberty minded” 
people to form a chapter.

● No requirements for a chapter 
other than to show up for 
meetings.

● Active omission of information 
fuels their success

● Their review system, BookLooks, 
is entering school systems 
nationwide & actively cited by 
media as thought it is a legitimate 
review source.



BookLooks.org
● “Review” database used to distribute biased 

information about “inappropriate” books.

● Uses “UBC” ratings which amounts to 
counting curse words, “sexual” scenes, 
religious beliefs

● Group insists that it is not theirs, but the 
receipts are there.

The naughty word count from Roxane Gay’s “Not That Bad: Dispatches from 
Rape Culture.” It’s rated 4, meaning no one under 18 should access it. 



BookLooks.org [BookLook.Info]



BookLooks.org [BookLook.Info]



In Michigan: Mary in the Library

● Mary in the Library–an offshoot of LaVerna in 
the Library, a creation by Utah Parents 
United, a group modeled in the spirit of No 
Left Turn in Education.

● Utilize and develop RatedBooks.org, similar 
to and aligned with BookLooks.org.

● Track and report on where books deemed 
“inappropriate” are located in schools 
statewide and help trigger challenges in 
those institutions. 



In Michigan: Mary in the Library



In Michigan: Mary in the Library

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QwV-OXT4vo_8f1-EQcV6-jB5NgiP7eulqxF5EJodqxg/edit?fbclid=IwY2xjawF3UyhleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHewzLg1vH8KuPCGrqvR8lV98Dn8_afELLeBF5RSPZZclhABNWP_J4cN4hg_aem_TmPjaOAgNruVO4G38Ib6LA&tab=t.0
https://www.ratedbooks.org/michiganschool?fbclid=IwY2xjawF3UodleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHTopYDM4wgXjgakNz43RR3jY9_PT5sa-FFM_f_nMMgWA-3BV0bzotqWqyg_aem_h9XPYAnIYQj5p6uonEMing


RatedBooks.Org

RatedBooks gives Sold a rating of 
5, “Aberrant Content, Adults Only.”



Other Local Michigan Censor-Friendly Groups

Forest Hills for JUST 
Education

Standup Michigan
& 

Local Chapters

We The Parents 
Michigan

Let Them Play, Inc.

Standup Michigan Parents’ Rights in 
Education Michigan

Turning Point USA FEC United Michigan



Censorship Stories Across Michigan
● Lapeer District Library saw Gender 

Queer under fire in March 2023 
after a complaint from a county 
prosecutor; title was retained 
unanimously. 

● Chippewa Valley Schools heard 
months of complaints from a 
well-coordinated group about 
“porn” in the school library 
beginning in August 2022. District 
created opt-out forms but 
complaints moved to county to 
create more drama.  

● Ferndale Public Library hit by 
“Hide the Pride” June 2023.

https://mla.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/IFToolkit/Example%20Challenge%20Response%20-%20Lapeer%20District%20Library.pdf
https://www.macombdaily.com/2023/03/01/parent-brings-debate-over-sexually-explicit-materials-to-clinton-twp/
https://www.macombdaily.com/2023/03/01/parent-brings-debate-over-sexually-explicit-materials-to-clinton-twp/


Censorship Stories Across Michigan
● DeWitt Public Schools canceled an 

optional class in 2024 about 
pronoun use for first graders 
because parents complained 
about the reading choice called 
They, She, He, Me: Free to Be!

● Brandywine Schools got a 
conservative majority board and 
have been banning away–books 
deemed to have “sexually explicit 
content” were banned completely 
for K-6 and required permission for 
7-12. They planned at the end of 
2023 to implement a ratings 
system in the library.

● Forest Hills High School administration 
pulled 6 books from shelves without 
due process. This led to a lawsuit from 
the ACLU. The same player causing 
issues here has been causing issues in 
Kent ISD and Lowell. 

https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/education/2024/04/19/dewitt-pronoun-lesson-first-grade-backlash-lgbtq-conservatives/73381786007/
https://www.wvpe.org/wvpe-news/2023-07-07/debate-over-book-restrictions-continue-at-brandywine-schools-as-new-conservative-board-members-make-presence-felt
https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2023/07/aclu-argues-west-michigan-school-district-censored-lgbtq-books.html
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1385215198681255


Censorship Stories Across Michigan

● Parents claimed a Coloma 
Community School educator 
passed out “porn” when sharing 
Looking For Alaska. One parent 
called the police. 

● Portage Public Schools removed 
Push from the school library after a 
single complaint from someone 
who had no kids in the district. 

● Let Them Play–a Michigan-based 
“parental rights” group–has been 
especially difficult toward Milan 
School District, comparing library 
books to Penthouse. 

“It becomes very difficult though to continue to 
compromise and have honest discussions about 

these books when the following language is 
routinely thrown at you: ‘disgusting, shameful, 

pervert, groomer,’” said Board Secretary Michelle 
Heikka. “The playbook seems to be that if I can’t 

convince you of my point of view, I’ll resort to 
name calling and try and get you there. And once 
you reduce someone to something as horrific as a 
pervert or a groomer, the next step becomes very 

easy and it incites some to actually resort to 
physical threats.”

https://www.abc57.com/news/parents-call-young-adult-novel-gifted-to-students-pornographic
https://www.abc57.com/news/parents-call-young-adult-novel-gifted-to-students-pornographic
https://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/2023/01/book-removed-from-portage-public-schools-after-parent-complaint.html
https://michiganadvance.com/2023/01/19/violent-threats-directed-at-milan-school-board-right-wing-activist-reads-porn-during-meeting/
https://michiganadvance.com/2023/01/19/violent-threats-directed-at-milan-school-board-right-wing-activist-reads-porn-during-meeting/


Alpena Public Library
● March 2024: Target of mass disinformation 

campaign started by the local Salvation Army 
and church; demand relocation of 14 LGBTQ+ 
and puberty/sex ed books

● Library was up for millage renewal; millage 
makes up 3/4 of the library’s budget.

● Library director and board of directors followed 
their process with help from the state library and 
an attorney.

● While the Mayor agreed with the decision, 
the County Commissioners didn’t. They 
moved to fire the entire Board if the books 
were not moved. 

● The director resigned days after the 
County Commissioner’s threat. 

● At this point, an anti-millage campaign 
amps up across the county. 

https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/03/pastors-others-circulate-petition-for-age-appropriate-standards-at-alpena-county-library/
https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/03/pastors-others-circulate-petition-for-age-appropriate-standards-at-alpena-county-library/
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/alpena-county-moves-fire-library-officials-over-sexually-themed-youth-books
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/alpena-county-moves-fire-library-officials-over-sexually-themed-youth-books
https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/07/library-director-resigns/


Alpena Public Library

This is over 14 books in a library with a 2023-2024 print 
collection of 54,000. That’s .003% of the collection. 

https://www.facebook.com/story.php/?story_fbid=348822198245670&id=100093536776192&_rdr


Alpena Public Library
● August 2024: Alpena Public Library wins its 

millage–just two weeks after promising to fire its 
board and starting the process. 

● One week later, the Alpena Public Library 
announces moving away from Dewey to a new 
browsing style cataloging system. The books in 
question would remain where they are but with 
new labels for easy identification. 

● October 1: The interim director stepped down 
from the role due to how the nonstop name 
calling and rhetoric has impacted her health. 

● October 8: County Commissioners cancel plans 
to can Board because of the new labeling 
system.

https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/08/alpena-county-library-addresses-concerns-with-new-organization-system/
https://www.thealpenanews.com/news/local-news/2024/10/alpena-county-library-interim-director-steps-down-relinquishes-role/
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/alpena-backs-away-firing-library-board-after-sex-themed-books-are-moved


Contemporary book censorship pushes those 
Puritanical values even further.

Authoritarianism & 
Paternalism



What’s Next?: 
The Future of 
Book Censorship

03.



Elsewhere in the Midwest

Wisconsin

Introduction of several 
anti-library, pro-book 
ban bills

Missouri

Second highest number of 
book bans in 2023.

Indiana

Consistently ranks in top for 
book bans.

Iowa

Kentucky Ohio

“Don’t Say Gay” bill led to 
over 3000 book bans.

SB 5 book banning bill in 
schools; continued 
introduction of anti-library 
bills since 2021.

HB 1447 forces removal of 
“obscene” books in 
schools. 



Alabama

Book Ban Bills in 2024

HB 710 allows parents to file complaints 
about books they deem “inappropriate”; 
books must be relocated or removed 
w/in 60 days or the library can be sued. 

One provision in law is that books 
banned in 3 districts in state would need 
to be pulled from all. Thirteen books are 
on a state-sponsored ban list. 

State funding tied to removal of books 
deemed “inappropriate” in public 
libraries.

State may remove any books from 
schools for “sexual references”; state 
education board can make unilateral 
decisions on books in schools. Public 
libraries are also under additional 
scrutiny. 

Idaho Utah

South Carolina

https://bookriot.com/donnelly-public-library-adults-only/
https://bookriot.com/utah-book-ban/


Book Ban Bills in 2024



Ban The ALA

State Bills Attempted To

One way to destroy a profession is to 
delegitimize its professional 

association. Several states and 
municipalities have tried–and in some 

cases, succeeded.

Among the states: Alabama, Georgia, 
Louisiana, several counties in Florida, 

Texas, Montana, and more. 

States tried to remove provisions exempting 
libraries from obscenity law exceptions. Some 

also tried to make it possible to sue library 
workers over books deemed “inappropriate.”

Among the states: Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, 
Iowa, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, 

Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, 

Wisconsin, Wyoming.

Criminalize Librarians



What’s Next?
● Wholesale Thematic Bans: Libraries–school and public–will ban and/or label books 

falling within a certain theme, such as “trans” or “gender fluidity.”

● Book Fairs: We’ve seen a rise in censorship of book fairs, including the creation of 
“alternatives” to Scholastic, like SkyTree.

● Higher Education: This has already been happening, but it will escalate in pushes 
against higher education. Community colleges especially vulnerable. 

● Dissolutions by Boards Themselves: They might not be able to ban books in some 
places but they can make buying materials + hosting programs impossible. See: St. 
Charles Public Library in Missouri.

● Events From Outside Groups Intended to Create a Scene: For the last two summers, 
Kirk Cameron and right-wing publisher Brave Books hosted “See You at the Library.” It’s 
now annual. While public libraries welcome groups in to use their rooms, this is blatant 
propaganda + advertising. 



What’s Next?
● Targeting Book Displays and Programming: 

Book bans will continue to increase, but targets in 
public libraries will grow toward programming and 
toward book displays. 

● Movement Between Institutions: What happens 
at the schools will happen at the public library and 
vice versa. 

● More Groups and “Resources” About Books: 
Moms For Liberty & BookLooks, as well as 
LaVerna/Mary in the Library & RatedBooks are 
templates, not conclusions.

States like Alabama have several anti-library, anti-book 
laws already pre-filed for the next legislative session. 

https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2024/sep/27/flathead-county-library-staff-member-celebrates-banned-books-week-on-own-accord/


New “Solutions” To The 
Manufactured Crisis

● An “alternative” to Scholastic Book 
Fairs

● Mostly Brave Books titles

● Pushed by Kirk Cameron and other 
far-right celebrities

● Claiming to be in 150 schools this 
fall

● Have played a role in getting books 
banned in Texas through omission 
and deceit

SkyTree Book Fairs

https://bookriot.com/skytree-book-fairs/


New “Solutions” To The 
Manufactured Crisis

● Developed by an educational technologist 
who also testified in support of Texas’s 
school book ban bill

● App scans material in a library collection 
and identifies books that have been 
challenged or banned

● Zero transparency on where this data 
comes from and overrides professional 
expertise of library workers

● In several Texas districts but expanding 
nationwide

BookmarkED/OnShelf App

https://bookriot.com/bookmarked-onshelf-book-banning-app/


The Mental Health Reality

Overlooking mental health and trauma in 
libraries means creating a toxic work 
environment, translating to a toxic space for 
community users

A lack of support leads to burnout and the 
loss of vital voices in the community

A field seeking to be more representative of 
the diversity of our world loses those staff 
members and perspectives.

More: a toolkit to 
understanding and 

mitigating trauma in 
the library

http://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/
http://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/
http://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/
http://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/


An emotional response to events outside of a “normal” 
experience.

Trauma



Trauma

Your body recognizes a 
threat, so:
▪ A natural response kicks 

in
▪ Fight-Flight-Freeze

Physically: 
▪ Brain + Autonomic 

Nervous System begin 
producing hormones

▪ Your body prepares to 
address the threat

Some people have much 
more active trauma 
responses due to experience



The Library Trauma Cycle

From the Urban Library Trauma Study, 2022

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zlMKm27U8jaHdC3D_WBTaP_1HwIfordC/view


From Jieun Yeon & Leah Dudak, Syracuse University PhD Candidates

https://bookriot.com/library-trauma-resource-guide/


The Good News 
in This Moment

04.

https://richmond.com/opinion/column/hanover-hypocrisy-book-censorship-girl-scout/article_ca2c06be-fde7-11ee-8aea-939bb71a3f14.html


Anti-Book Ban Bills Passed, Too! 

Colorado

A well-rounded bill protecting 
libraries, establishing librarians 
as professionals. A result of 
state-level work by librarians.

California

Public records on books 
banned and challenged; 
names of challengers 
public

Minnesota

School boards barred from 
banning books or initiating 
removals; public libraries 
must commit to not banning 
books

Maryland

Washington Vermont

Requires robust 
collection management 
policies.

School boards cannot 
initiate or create policies 
that encourage book 
banning.

Requires reporting 
challenges and bans to 
state education 
authority for record.

New Jersey + Massachusetts bills still in play

https://bookriot.com/states-that-have-banned-book-bans/


Several States 
Considered 
Anti-Book Ban Bills.

Connecticut, Delaware, Kansas, 
Missouri, New Mexico, Oregon, and 
Wisconsin. 

Virginia’s governor vetoed a bill that 
passed in both chambers.

https://bookriot.com/states-that-have-banned-book-bans/
https://bookriot.com/states-that-have-banned-book-bans/
https://bookriot.com/states-that-have-banned-book-bans/


Crawford County, Arkansas

Active Lawsuits

Nassau School Board (FL) sued over 
removal of 36 books by Peter Parnell and 
Justin Richardson; settled out of court with 
board admission of wrongdoing. 

State-wide book ban law is still in the courts. 
As of April, parts of the law are effective but 
others are not. 

Patrons sued the library over relocation of 
130-some books. They won the lawsuit and 
the library must return the books to their 
appropriate shelves. 

There are close to, if not more than, a dozen 
current lawsuits challenging state laws and 
local-level book bans and censorship. 

Settlement in Nassau Texas READER Act

+ Many More

https://bookriot.com/nassau-county-book-ban-lawsuit-settlement/
https://www.texaspolicyresearch.com/ongoing-battle-for-the-reader-act/
https://www.ualrpublicradio.org/local-regional-news/2024-10-01/patrons-win-in-crawford-county-libraries-lawsuit
https://bookriot.com/book-ban-lawsuits/


On The Ground Action

● Pro-library, anti-book ban groups are 
proliferating on the ground

● Parents, non-parents, library 
advocates, and 
even–especially!–young people are 
showing up in support of their 
libraries. 

● Libraries are mobilizing their power 
users with reminders to vote, to show 
up to board meetings, and to become 
part of the library’s board.

https://bookriot.com/why-teens-across-the-country-are-acquiring-brooklyn-public-librarys-free-digital-cards/
https://bookriot.com/annabelle-jenkins-west-ada-graduation/
https://bookriot.com/central-york-high-schoolers-protest-book-bans/


Book Bans Are Not Popular
75%

of voting-age adults 
oppose book bans 

(EveryLibrary, 2022)

87%
of voting-age adults 

oppose book bans 
(CBS News, 2022)

90%
of parents feel 

comfortable allowing 
their child to select their 

own material from the 
library

85%
of parents are satisfied 

with the work 
librarians do

under 1%
of parents/guardians 

choose to restrict 
access to books when 

given the choice 



Book Bans Are Not Popular

82%
of parents trust librarians 

to recommend age and 
content appropriate books 

and materials

Top 5
Public & school 

librarians are among the 
top 5 most trusted 

professions

80-92%
of parents trust 

librarians to select 
appropriate materials for 

the school or public 
library



Book bans offer something librarianship has not 
put enough time or consideration into: how to 

adequately care for, support, and accommodate 
the mental health and safety needs of its most 

valuable asset: its people.



Thank You! 

Slide Deck: https://tinyurl.com/MLA24-Keynote 

https://tinyurl.com/MLA24-Keynote


Follow My Work 
● Literary Activism

● Well Sourced Substack

Be In Touch
● Email: kelly@riotnewmedia.com

● Twitter: @veronikellymars

● Website: kellybjensen.com

Contact Information

I’m working with Brooklyn Public Library on a free program to help 
teens learn to be anti-censorship advocates. Want more info? 
Send me an email and I’ll add you to the mailing list from BPL!

https://bookriot.com/category/literary-activism/
https://wellsourced.substack.com/

