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Mike Golczynski
Youth Services Branch Librarian for Kent District Library

B.A. in Language Arts/Elementary Education from GVSU

I was a terrible teacher for 3 years before transitioning
into the library world. It was immediately apparent that
I had found my niche in youth services. I worked for 10
years at a small, rural library before moving to the
Kent District Library system in 2023. 

My storytime philosophy is to prioritize fun over
everything else. I believe that storytime is the perfect
opportunity to equate reading to fun very early in a
child’s life. I endeavor to make their earliest library
memories ones that they keep with them their entire
lives.

wHO IS THIS GUY?



2 years old: 4-6 minutes
3 years old: 6-8 minutes
4 years old: 8-12 minutes
5/6 years old: 12-18 minutes 

Brain Development
Attention span!?

outside factors
Mood, Hunger, Tiredness, innate interest, stress, 
cognitive abilities



How do we hold it?

The three points of success!

Routine

Pacing/Flow

Fun

Kids crave predictability!
Kids need repetition!
Predictability and repetition create a sense of safety!
A sense of safety allows the child’s brain to relax!
A relaxed brain is a learning brain!

Instead of agonizing over theme, create a natural flow!
Select shorter reading materials!
Don’t be afraid to bail on a book!
When in doubt, transition!
Keep the transition times efficient!
I recommend 1 prop or instrument, played in a block of time!

Storytime should NOT feel like school!
If you have them laughing, you have them loving!
Step outside yourself and perform the book!
Parents feel good about themselves when their children
love storytime! When the kid has fun, you win them both
over!



What about Adults?
Rapport

Respect

Joy

Make an effort to talk to everyone you can.
Talk to them about their kids. 
We LOVE to talk about ourselves. Keep that in mind.
Relate your own stories.
Make them into friends.

Rapport comes first. 
If they like you, they’ll be more likely to show you respect.
Try to handle problems in a way that won’t embarrass 
them.
Have a policy in place and set clear expectations at the start.
You should feel comfortable at storytime, too!

Your own joy will be reflected back to you.
The caregiver’s joy is brought about through the kids’ joy.
If the kids love your storytime. Adults will be thankful!

The three (more) points of success!



Now Let’s talk!

We learn best from each other!



Thank you
very much 



Do you have posted rules / expectations?
How do you communicate these to patrons?



How do you handle a parent 
with a screaming child during and

after storytime?



What is your opinion on phones at storytime?
Do you have a policy regarding their use?



What is your opinion on snacks at storytime?
Are patrons allowed to snack?

Do you provide them?



Are you a planner or a winger?
What advice can you offer someone looking

to change their approach to storytime?



What are some ways to preserve a caregiver’s 
dignity when dealing with a difficult situation?



How can you create the most welcoming, 
non-judgmental environment for caregivers?



What’s your opinion on kids reading other books
while you’re performing?



ARe your expectations for the kiddos different
at outreach than at the library? Why?



Are your expectations for yourself different
at outreach? Why do you think that is?



Do you have expectations for the location?
How do you communicate those?

Are you willing to advocate for yourself?



When problem behaviors surface at outreach, 
how do you approach an inattentive caregiver?



Child testing & Therapy: www.cnld.org

www.happiestbaby.com

https://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com

Contact Me:
mgolczynski@kdl.org

http://www.cnld.org/
http://www.happiestbaby.com/


jbrary.com

storytimekatie.com

Jeninthelibrary.com

loudestlibrarian.com

Yogibrarian.wordpress.com

adventuresinstorytime.com

musicforkiddos.com

listenlearnmusic.com

storytimeinthestacks.com

literaryhoots.com

storytimesecrets.com

steminlibraries/tag/storytime
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